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 קירוב
             

 

FROM THE RABBI 
 

 
Dear Friends, 
 
As I write these lines, 
three pieces of news swirl 
around in my head: 
Baltimore, Nepal and a 
Brazilian city called 
Curitiba. I am going to 
venture a guess that you 

know something about the first ones, and explain 
that in Curitiba the military police have wounded 
200 public school teachers who were in a 20,000  
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
teacher protest against a proposed state law 
cancelling their pensions. Cancelling: meaning 
that the money saved is not going anymore to 
retired teachers, but to the state government’s 
“budgetary needs.” One teacher is missing, and 
this does not bode well: whenever someone goes 
“missing” with the police in Brazil, chances are he 
or she will be found dead. Maybe it’s the brutality 
that has finally gotten on my nerves1 - maybe I 
have been away too long, and these things shock 
me more now. 
 
But how is one expected to react to all these 
pieces of news, and more?  
 
There is a Rabbi Nahman of Bratslav’s story that 
is profoundly symbolic: 
 
“A prince once became mad and thought that he 
was a turkey. He felt compelled to sit naked under 
the table, pecking at bones and pieces of bread, 
like a turkey. All the royal physicians gave up 
hope of curing him of this madness. The king 
grieved tremendously. 
 
A sage arrived and said, “I will undertake to cure 
him.” The sage undressed and sat naked under 
the table, next to the prince, picking crumbs and 
bones. “Who are you?” asked the prince. “What 
are you doing here?” “And you?” replied the sage. 
“What are you doing here?” 
 

                                                 
1
 You can see a few pictures here: 

http://tinyurl.com/nh4koxm and here: 

http://tinyurl.com/peomnek  
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“I am a turkey,” said the prince. “I’m also a 
turkey,” answered the sage. 
 
They sat together like this for some time, until 
they became good friends. One day, the sage 
signaled the king’s servants to throw him shirts. 
He said to the prince, “What makes you think that 
a turkey can’t wear a shirt? You can wear a shirt 
and still be a turkey.” With that, the two of them 
put on shirts. 
 
After a while, the sage again signaled and they 
threw him pants. As before, he asked, “What 
makes you think that you can’t be a turkey if you 
wear pants?” 
 
The sage continued in this manner until they were 
both completely dressed. Then he signaled for 
regular food, from the table. The sage then asked 
the prince, “What makes you think that you will 
stop being a turkey if you eat good food? You can 
eat whatever you want and still be a turkey!” They 
both ate the food. 
 
Finally, the sage said, “What makes you think a 
turkey must sit under the table? Even a turkey can 
sit at the table.” The sage continued in this 
manner until the prince was completely cured.” 
 
As with all of Rabbi Nachman’s renowned tales2, 
this one has been interpreted in many ways – 
kabbalistically, theologically and so on. But the 
story offers a great insight, both psychologically 
and existentially: the wise man is able to bring the 
prince back to acknowledging his humanity by first 
imagining and then stepping in to know what it 
feels like to be in the prince’s position.  
 
Regarding Nepal, it is easy to be horrified at the 
thought of all those deaths, and people missing 
their loved ones, and the hope put on search 
teams. It is easy to feel compassionate when the 
violence is not human-made, and no politics are 
involved, and when it happens far away from 
home.  
 
 
 
 

                                                 
2
 You can find them all translated here: 

http://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Translation:Tales_of_Rabbi_

Nachman and the best translation and commentary is by 

Rabbi Adin Steisaltz, available at amazon.  

Regarding Baltimore, things are a lot more 
difficult. They seem more complicated since they 
involve politics, skin color and violence, and they 
are happening inside America. It is hard, when 
watching or reading this type of news, to separate 
what is news and what is opinion. I found an 
interesting article recently, which made a point of 
showing that if the victim is an unarmed black 
person, news services still tend to find something 
negative to say about the victim. That does not 
happen if the person is white and, to the contrary, 
if the perpetrator of a violent crime is white, news 
services tend to portray him or her with positive 
attributes3. So news, in far too many instances, is 
being mixed with opinion. Our job, I think, is to be 
aware of that. Why, you may ask? 
 
Because if we really want to understand a 
situation, we need to be like the wise man in 
Rabbi Nachman’s tale. We need to find ways to 
understand what drives people to embroil 
themselves in the scenes we are watching. We 
need to acknowledge that people are driven by all 
sorts of emotions to do destructive or otherwise 
unwise things – and we first need to understand 
and accept those emotions as being caused by 
reality as experienced by them. Acknowledging 
their humanity is the first step to understanding a 
complex situation – to take action afterwards. 
 
It is told that the noted humanist psychologist R.D. 
Laing once behaved like the wise man in Rabbi 
Nachman’s story. He was supposed to treat a 
naked schizophrenic woman rocking silently to 
and fro in a padded cell. The first thing Dr. Laing 
did was to take off his own clothes and sit next to 
her, rocking to the same rhythm until she spoke 
for the first time in months. 
 
Every single person needs others who are willing 
to enter her world, and to see what it is like from 
the inside. When we do that, we open our hearts 
to compassion. We acknowledge that reality takes 
many forms. We reassure those in pain that they 
are not alone. And slowly, we can bring healing to 
any situation.  
 
Warmly, 
Rabbi Nelly Altenburger 
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 You can read it all here:  http://tinyurl.com/mhtadlu  
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FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 

Dear Friends, 
 
Spring has finally sprung, 
and the world is in bloom, 
B’nai Israel included!  The 
most literal example of this is 
our dazzling new Etz 
Chayim, Tree of Life, which 
has many spaces for new 
leaves to honor someone 
you love or celebrate a 

special occasion.  Getting a leaf or two is a great 
way to share your gratitude and joy with the CBI 
community. Please call Barbie Steinberg or 
Cheryl Vanak in the synagogue office to order 
your leaves and help our community flourish. 

More figuratively, B’nai Israel is also blossoming 
this month with activities and events. Friday 
evening, May 8, at 6:15 PM we’ll have a lay-led, 
participatory Kabbalat Shabbat service with lots of 
singing to bring your week to a peaceful close and 
welcome in the Shabbat spirit. There will, of 
course, be something to nosh afterwards.  This is 
the first of what we hope will become regular 
monthly Friday evening services during the school 
year―the next is scheduled for June 5.  If you’re 
interested in a shorter service, or haven’t had a 
chance to visit CBI on Saturday mornings, please 
give it a try, and invite some friends along. 

On Sunday, May 17 from 10:00 to 3:00 pm, we’re 
hosting our fourth annual Touch A Truck 
fundraiser at Danbury High School.  Every year 
we bring together an impressive collection of 
trucks, construction and emergency vehicles, and 
give kids a chance to see them up close and 
personal. There’s food, drinks and fun for the 
whole family, so please help us get the word out 
and make this our best attended and most 
successful Touch A Truck ever! 

 

 

 

 

 

Two weeks later, on May 31, CBI and the PJ 
Library are hosting a free concert of energetic and 
funky Jewish music at the Hammerhead Martial 
Arts Studio at 317 Federal Road in Brookfield by 
Mama Doni, a national award-winning children’s 
performer. This concert is a community-wide 
event to kick off our exciting new preschool and 
post-b’nai mitzvah programs starting this fall, and 
we’re looking not just to get the word out but to 
really make a splash. There are lots of ways to 
help―please contact Barbara Levitt to lend a 
hand.  And speaking of these engaging new 
Hebrew school programs, I’m very pleased to 
announce that we have hired new teachers to 
make them possible: our congregant Mary Ohring, 
who will be teaching the preschool class; our 
congregant Jason Mix, who will be assisting 
Rabbi Altenburger and teaching music to the 
preschool; and our good friend and rabbinical 
student Sam Yolen, who will alternate weeks with 
Jason in leading a weekly teen discussion group.  
Mary, Jason and Sam are bringing a lot of energy, 
experience and passion to these new positions.  
Please join me in congratulating them and in 
thanking Barbara Levitt, Rabbi Altenburger and 
the Education Futures Committee for reimagining 
the future of Jewish education at CBI and making 
it happen. 

“Making it happen” is one of the things I love best 
about B’nai Israel. I’ve said this before, but it 
bears repeating: when something needs doing, 
volunteers step forward in impressive numbers 
and get it done.  So I’d like to close with a shout 
out to the big team of folks who have helped keep 
the basement project rolling along, most recently 
with a lot of priming and painting.  It’s looking 
great, and although it’s taking longer than we 
wanted, it’s really coming together―which is what 
CBI is all about. 

Together for an innovative, engaging and 
supportive community, 

Kennis Koldewyn 
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MAY EVENTS 
 
May 8th, Kabbalat Shabbat  (Welcome the 
Sabbath) at 6:15 P.M. 
 
Come one, come all!  You are invited to come 
welcome the Sabbath.  As an experiment, the 
Ritual Committee is launching a program of Friday 
evening services.  Our goal is to offer this monthly 
during the school year.  The first service will take 
place on May 8th.  We ask that you arrive 
between 6:15 and 6:30; services will start 
promptly at 6:30.   
 
A traditional Friday evening service comprises two 
parts.  The first part is what makes this service 
different from all other services.  It dates back to 
the sixteenth century mystics of Tzfat (Safed) who 
would literally go out to the fields to receive the 
Sabbath – hence this service is called Kabbalat 
Shabbat.   
 
The first song, Yedid Nefesh, speaks of Shabbat 
as the soul mate of the Jewish people.  This is 
followed by a cycle of six psalms, geared to 
remind us of the six preceding days of the week.  
Prior to reciting the seventh psalm (the psalm for 
the Sabbath day), we sing L’Cha Dodi with its 
imagery of the Sabbath as a bride whom we greet 
in the song’s final stanza by facing the doors and 
bowing as her Presence enters the synagogue.  
An eighth psalm, harkening to the Days to Come, 
rounds out this part of the service. 
 
Between the two parts of the service it is 
customary for the Rabbi to speak words of Torah.  
Rabbi Altenburger plans to present her words of 
Torah in the form of stories that will be accessible 
to a wide range of age groups. 
 
The second part of the service, Arvit, is similar to 
the evening service of any other day of the week.  
Here you’ll find the Shema and the Amidah, each 
surrounded by its regular blessings.  A special 
miniature repetition of the Amidah, unique for the 
eve of Shabbat, is chanted.  Following Aleinu, a 
final hymn closes the service.  Light refreshments 
will be available following services. 
 
 
 
 
 

So why did I mention above that this is an 
experiment?  I’m glad you asked.  To begin with, 
we need you to come welcome the Sabbath.  
Friday evening services will only be successful if 
people attend: so come, welcome the Sabbath, 
and be a builder of this endeavor.  Second, these 
services will be lay-led.  Kennis and I can start off 
as leaders, but a communal effort will be needed 
so that there will be a group of congregants who 
can serve as leaders.  Here is an opportunity to 
develop your synagogue skills and I will be happy 
to teach people who are interested in learning 
how to lead Friday evening services – just let me 
know you’re interested. 
 
Get inspired and be inspiring! 
Sam Markind 
 
Sunday, May 17 th, Our 4 th Annual Touch A 
Truck from 10:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M. 
 
Tell your friends, co-workers, and neighbors and 
come have a great time! 
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THROUGH A JEWISH LENS          
 
In 1855 Abraham Lincoln wrote in response to 
restrictive immigration policies, “I have some little 
notoriety for commiserating the oppressed 
condition of the negro (sic); and I should be 
strangely inconsistent if I could favor any project 
for curtailing the existing rights of white men, even 
though born in different lands, and speaking 
different languages than myself.” 
 
 

 
 
That statement opens the new exhibit Barbara 
and I viewed at the New-York Historical Society, 
“Lincoln and the Jews”, and while not directed 
toward Jews in particular, his words provide 
ample evidence of Lincoln’s early and consistent 
inclusive and humanitarian viewpoint, which 
ultimately benefitted the tiny Jewish minority 
during his presidency (150,000 Jews out of 31 
million Americans). 
 
The exhibit, inspired by the book, “Lincoln and the 
Jews: A History,” by Jonathan D. Sarna, a 
professor at Brandeis, features  80 original 
artifacts depicting the evolving personal and 
political relationships Lincoln developed with 
individual Jews and the Jewish people. It runs 
through June 7 and is excellent. 
 
His several Jewish friends (including his 
podiatrist) and associates helped form Lincoln’s 
political views of Jewish aspirations to become 
equal partners in American society. He is noted 

for two executive decisions favoring Jewish 
equality. In 1862 Lincoln overturned the existing 
policy that only ordained Christian ministers could 
be appointed military chaplains, selecting Rabbi 
Jacob Frankel to serve in that capacity. Also that 
year, he overturned General Grant’s notorious 
General Orders No. 11, “expelling Jews as a 
class” from wartime territory Grant oversaw (due 
to alleged profiteering). Grant by the way, soon 
regretted the decree and became the first 
president to speak out against the persecution of 
Jews abroad, as well as appointing more Jews 
than any prior president to public office. 
 
Since this is the 150th anniversary of the end of 
the Civil War and Lincoln’s assassination, there is 
much media attention focused on him. One of the 
very best is an HBO documentary called, “Living 
with Lincoln” (available free “On Demand” with 
HBO). Lovingly told and beautifully illustrated, the 
film explores the complex and sometimes 
contradictory story of the Meserve-Kunhardt 
collection, the world’s largest privately owned 
treasure trove of original Lincoln photographs and 
ephemera (over 73,000 items). Directed by Peter 
Kunhardt, a great grandson of the collection’s 
founder, the film is not only a visual history of 
Abraham Lincoln and his times, but a loving yet 
unflinching portrait of the collection’s 
overwhelming and even haunting presence in the 
lives of its custodians. Special emphasis is on 
Dorothy Kunhardt, noted Lincoln historian, 
daughter of the founder and grandmother of the 
filmmaker (Dorothy Kunhardt had a parallel career 
as a children’s book author and is beloved by 
parents and toddlers for the classic, “Pat the 
Bunny”). This remarkable collection will soon have 
a new home in Connecticut, as it has been sold 
by the family to Yale University’s Beinecke Rare 
Book and Manuscript Library and will eventually 
be open to the public. 
 
When I gazed at some of the photo portraits 
highlighted in the film, I saw the immense insight, 
deep sadness and incredible courage residing in 
the craggy, homely, yet noble features of the 
Great Emancipator. His visage is mythic and 
mesmerizing. There’s an oft asked question, “Is it 
good for the Jews?” and in terms of the Lincoln 
presidency, the answer is, “Absolutely!” 
 
                                                               Joel Levitt 
 
 



 6

FROM THE EDUCATION 
COMMITTEE 
 
The Education Futures Committee, chaired by 
Barbara Levitt is a subcommittee of the Education  
Committee chaired by Asya Takken. Its mission is 
to analyze the educational and outreach needs of 
our religious school and plan for its future. Its 
members (Kennis Koldewyn, Amy Kidd, Victor 
Namer, Shalom Lampell, Marc Heller and Joel 
Levitt in addition to Barbara, Asya and the Rabbi) 
have undertaken a deep review and proposed 
broad recommendations with the enthusiastic and 
active support of religious school principal Rabbi 
Altenburger to energize and expand the school’s 
services.  These goals have gained the approval 
of the CBI Board of Trustees. Change is in the air 
and the future looks promising and inspiring. 
 
Plans include the religious school expanding next 
year up and down the grade levels. A new pre-
school program is being created for ages four to 
six on Sundays from 10:00 A.M.-12:00 Noon. 
There is a sense that with the unfortunate closing 
of Maimonides Academy and the current lack of 
such programming at area synagogues, there is a 
potential niche market that may be successfully 
tapped. Pre-schoolers often have older siblings, 
which could open up possibilities for our 
traditional religious school grades, as well. 
 
Longtime CBI member Mary Ohring has been 
tapped to lead and develop the pre-school 
program. Mary has a lot of experience in this area 
and will share her creativity and nurturing manner 
successfully with her new batch of youngsters.  
 
To cast as wide a net within the community as 
possible to bring young families into B’nai Israel, 
Barbara has used her contacts at the local and 
national levels of the PJ Library program (She 
was the founder of the Greater Danbury branch, 
which has over 115 youngsters receiving free 
Jewish books monthly from the national PJ 
Library.) to provide matching funds with B’nai 
Israel as a partner in producing a free children’s 
concert on May 31. National award-winning 
performer Mama Doni will be getting kids, parents 
and grandparents singing and dancing at what we 
hope will be a SRO crowd with her lively blend of 
Jewish music with a twist (see ad on page 10). 
 
 

At the other end of the educational continuum, the 
religious school is expanding with a weekly 
evening teen discussion group exploring a variety 
of contemporary issues within a Jewish context. 
The committee is working with Temple Sholom in 
New Milford and possibly other synagogues to 
share costs and combine students. Two young 
men who have become familiar faces at Shabbat 
services, Jason Mix, a recent member of CBI and 
Sam Yolen, a rabbinical school student in 
Westchester, will be alternating as facilitators of 
this group. They are going to bring youthful 
energy and insight into this new challenge. 
 
And within the traditional grade levels of the 
religious school, Jason is being brought in as 
assistant teacher to Rabbi Altenburger and music 
specialist, following in the giant footsteps of 
longtime volunteers Barbara Weisblatt, Isabel 
Kaplan and Dr. Charles Cahn. 
 
The Education Futures Committee knows that we 
must grow as a synagogue and the key to that will 
be our ability to attract school age families. That’s 
a huge challenge for synagogues across the 
country, but the first step is to assess where we 
are at and then implement goals for the progress 
we wish (and need) to make. The future we want 
at B’nai Israel will hopefully arrive sooner as the 
result of the Education Futures Committee’s 
exciting and revitalizing plans. 

 
Joel Levitt 
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Basement  Renovation   
 
Shalom my friends, 
 
The most important part of the restoration, water- 
proofing, has been completed and, although we 
have had lots of snow, there has been no leaking. 
Chris Kimball and I are very grateful to have found 
a waterproofing company that has delivered (so 
far) on their guarantee.   
 
The rest has not been as easy, although we again 
are fortunate enough to have skilled and 
reasonable tradesmen work for us. The extent of 
the cost to replace what was damaged is great so 
we are trying to thread the needle through a tiny 
hole.  The good news is that the nursery room will 
be ready for use in two weeks, the library and 
second classroom probably within the same time.  
 
We have been fortunate to have a cadre of 
synagogue volunteers who have given of their 
time and continue to do so.  As the Chair of the 
committee and a member of the congregation I 
am grateful to them and thank them.   
 
As often happens when volunteers work together, 
we learn about each other in ways that we 
otherwise would not. I share this with you 
because I want you  to know that these volunteers 
are not only doing a mitzvah but also having 
laughs and taking memories  home with them and 
that's a good thing. 
   
We will continue to need volunteers.  I hope that 
when an email comes along you take a moment 
to try and fit the synagogue into your schedule.   
 
If anyone has any questions regarding the 
restoration please do not hesitate to get in touch 
with me. 
 
Kol tov, 
Marcia Hutter, 
Renovation Chair 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SPRING IS HERE!   
 

Flowers  are  finally  budding 
everywhere! The leaves are   
beginning to appear! LOVE 
is in the air!  So, WHY is our 
new Tree of Life so 
bare? Spread the love.  Get 
a leaf or two in honor of 
someone you love, in 
gratitude for something that 

happened in the past year, or to celebrate that 
special occasion. 
 
If you need inspiration, we can offer more than a 
few ideas. 
 
Large Leaf $144 including engraving 
 
Small Leaf $90 including engraving 
 
Share the LOVE! 
 
Please call Barbie Steinberg 203-775-8517 or 
Cheryl at the office to order your leaf. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Stew Leonard’s Stew Leonard’s Stew Leonard’s Stew Leonard’s     
Gift Card 

Fundraising Program 

 
 
Do your shopping at Stew 
Leonard’s  because the 
synagogue receives 5% 
(sometimes 10%) when you 
shop using the gift card(s).  
 
Call Cheryl at the office 
(792-6161) for your gift 
card(s). 
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DONATIONS NEEDED! 

 
 

FOR OUR LOCAL FOOD 
PANTRIES! 

 
This is CBI’s ongoing project to help our local food 
pantries. Items most in need are dried/canned 
beans, canned fish, peanut butter, jelly, fruit juice, 
sugar, flour, personal care items such as soap 
and shampoo. (The pantries get cereal, canned 
veggies and rice from area supermarkets.) 
 
CBI is a generous and caring community and as 
always, we thank you for your donations and 
support as they are truly appreciated. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 
 
          

 
 

TREES FOR ISRAEL 
 

$18.00 PER TREE 

 
TO BENEFIT  

THE JEWISH NATIONAL FUND 
 

Please make checks payable to: 
Congregation B’nai Israel 

 
Contact Gail Boms 

For Information 
203-740-9888 
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MEET OUR NEW MEMBER 
 
It was the season of the High Holidays, and 
Jason Mix was looking for a synagogue. He 
had recently graduated from Wesleyan 
University in Middletown, CT and was back 
home in Brookfield, where he had grown up. 
Jason was on the computer searching the 
local synagogues for their High Holiday 
schedules, and he noticed the name of one 
which was unfamiliar to him. 
 
Arriving at Congregation B'nai Israel with no 
preconceived opinions, Jason was 
immediately greeted warmly by at least ten 
members that day. He felt connected and 
valued, and has been an active attendee at 
services ever since. 
 
Jason was recently hired as a teacher for the 
CBI religious school, and it is not surprising 
that he is interested in sharing his knowledge 
and values with young people. While in 
college Jason was a teaching assistant and 
enjoyed helping his fellow classmates with 
their homework. He has always liked tutoring, 
and has also been a camp counselor. Jason 
always wanted to teach in a Jewish setting 
and is excited for this new opportunity to help 
others. 
 
Growing up in a blended family gives a 
person more parents, siblings and 
grandparents to love, if one is lucky. That is 
certainly the case for Jason. He has an older 
brother, and four additional siblings from his 
extended family. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

When asked about the most inspiring person 
in his life, Jason related the story of his 
stepfather's mother Miriam, of blessed 
memory, who was born in Germany. Growing 
up there she had a secure and happy life. 
Then the Nazi regime came to power. 
Miriam's family lost all of their financial assets 
and fled for their lives to Cuba. Their 
attempted asylum was rejected and they were 
sent back to the danger and turmoil of 
Europe. The family found themselves in a 
work camp in Holland. Miriam only told Jason 
about her difficult war experiences shortly 
before her death. She had come to the United 
States determined to put that past behind her, 
and she succeeded in doing that, having lived 
a long and happy life. 
 
While mathematics was Jason's choice for a  
college major and career, he has many other 
interests and talents. In high school he played 
guitar in rock bands with his friends. He also 
studied jazz guitar and enjoys playing that 
style as well. Jason's musical 
accomplishments extend to the piano. On this 
instrument he enjoys playing classical music, 
rock and blues. 
 
At Saturday morning services, you will now 
find Jason Mix as one of the many friendly 
faces who will introduce themselves and greet 
you warmly. 
 

Harriet Lebetkin 
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IN THE COMMUNITY 
 

 
 

����    ����   ���� 
 

Meet Ron Blomberg at Jewish Federation 
of Western Connecticut Breakfast 
 
[Note: With the closing of the Jewish Federation 
of Danbury, The Jewish Federation of Western 
CT is pleased to welcome the members of 
Congregation B’nai Israel of Danbury. To learn 
more about who we are and what we do, please 
visit us at www.jfed.net or call 203-267-3177. We 
hope you are able to attend our May 17th 
breakfast.]  
 
Meet former New York Yankee RON BLOMBERG 
at the Jewish Federation of Western CT on 
Sunday, May 17 at 10:00 AM.  

Ron Blomberg, will be the guest speaker at the 
Jewish Federation’s Breakfast event.  Blomberg, 
aka, “Boomer” is a former Major League Baseball 
designated hitter, first baseman and right fielder.  

He was Major League Baseball’s first designated 
hitter and the “great Jewish hope” of the New 
York Yankees during the 1970’s, is an icon of 
boyhood dreams achieved. The story of Ron’s life 
and career is one that can inspire anyone to 
believe that their goals, no matter how difficult 
they may appear, can be achieved by maintaining 
a positive, determined attitude. 

Designated Hebrew , is Ron Blomberg’s life story. 
He was the first designated hitter in the history of 
Major League baseball, survived an accident of 
fate and was also the first significant Jewish 
Yankee player.  

Please join us for this great program at the Jewish 
Federation of Western CT at 444 Main Street 
North, Southbury! Tickets: $25 - OPEN TO 
EVERYONE! Families encouraged to attend!  

Reserve your tickets today - call 203-267-3177.  
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Reading Partners 
an affiliate of the 

National Jewish Coalition for Literacy 
 
The local Reading Partners program is part of the 
nationwide National Jewish Coalition for Literacy. 
Our program of 100 volunteers working in the 
Danbury schools serves over 350 students. The 
United Jewish Center supplies office space and 
the use of the auditorium twice a year for our two 
large meetings. A local restaurant provides lunch 
which we serve in the UJC auditorium at the end 
of the school year as a thank you for our 
volunteers.  Bernice Ullmann is a Newtown 
resident who collects stuffed animals and gives 
them to the Reading Partners to share with their 
students. What we have are dedicated volunteers 
who are committed to our literacy work which is 
integrated into the school curriculum with the 
appreciative support of school administrators and 
staff.  
  
The program, entering our fifteenth year, is run by 
volunteers in Danbury and thirteen surrounding 
towns.  We are always looking for volunteers to 
join us as the schools have many students waiting 
for help. If you have at least one hour a week to 
make a difference in a child’s life, we welcome 
you! For more information and to register for Fall 
2015, contact Jackie Morrison, 203-743-6161 or 
jacmor82@yahoo.com. 
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SCHEDULE OF SHABBAT SERVICES 
 
����Shabbat , 18 Iyyar,  May 2, Aharey-Kedoshim: 
The establishment of the annual atonement ritual 
for the People of Israel (Yom Kippur) and the 
ethical laws that govern Jewish society in the 
Holiness Code. Haftarah: Amos 9:7-15 
����Shabbat , 20 Iyyar,  May 9:  Emor: We read of 
the holiness among the priestly class followed by 
description of holiness in time: The Jewish Holy 
Days. Haftarah: Ezekiel 44:15-31 
����Shabbat , 27 Iyyar,  May 16, Behar-Behukotai: 
The blessings and the curses “If you walk in My 
ways or not.” Haftarah: Jeremiah 16:19-17:14 
����Shabbat , 5 Sivan,  May 23, B’Midbar : The 
camp of Israel organizes itself in the desert.  
Haftarah: Hosea 2:1-22 

����Shabbat , 12 Sivan,  May 30, Naso:  The 
princes of Israel bring their offerings: The laws of 
the Nazir and the Sotah are explicated. 
Haftarah: Judges 13:2-25 
����Shabbat , 19 Sivan, June 6, B’Ha’Alotekha: 
The lighting of the Menorah each day in the 
Tabernacle by Aaron and his sons. The Israelites 
begin their travels and complaints through the 
desert, and Moses despairs in his burden of 
leadership. Haftarah: Zechariah 2:14-4:7 
 
 

CANDLE LIGHTING 
 
May   1, 2015:   7:33 P.M. 
May   8, 2015:   7:41 P.M. 
May 15, 2015:   7:48 P.M. 
May 22, 2015:   7:54 P.M. 
May 29, 2015:   8:00 P.M. 
June  5, 2015:   8:06 P.M. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

YAHRZEITS 
 
23 Iyyar,  May 12, 2015 
Betta Pagrach Smeer  (Dina Essinger)  
Favish Ben David (Martin Waltuch) 
Manny Ashkenas (Nada Adler) 
24 Iyyar , May 13, 2015   
Morris Nusskern (Roslyn Bank) 
29 Iyyar,  May 18, 2015  
Louis Levitt (Joel Levitt) 
4 Sivan,  May 22, 2015 
Louis Kiperman (Shelley Hartstein) 
6 Sivan , May 24, 2015 
Elsie Steinberg (Jeffry Steinberg) 
8 Sivan,  May 26, 2015 
Haim Victor Maya (Alan Maya)  
19 Sivan, June 6, 2015 
David Weiner (Jay Weiner) 
21 Sivan,  June 8, 2015 
Martha Hindin  (Allen Hindin) 
 

THANKS! THANKS! 
 
For The General Fund  
����Pam and Shalom Lampell in memory of Debby 
Hindin’s father Martin Starkman, and Marc 
Heller’s mother Tobie Heller 
����Sol Lepson and Natalie Rapoport in memory of 
Debby Hindin’s father Martin Starkman and Marc 
Heller’s mother Tobie Heller 
����Pat and Alvin Goldman: Condolences to Marc 
Heller on the death of his mother Tobie Heller; 
Mazel tov to Cheryl Vanak and family on the birth 
of her son Rick and daughter-in-law Gina’s twins 
Noelle Marie and Luke Anthony; condolences to 
Debbie Hindin on the death of her father Martin 
Starkman; good luck to Sol Lepson on his move 
to New Jersey; refuah shlema to Marcia 
Klebanow; mazel tov to Marcia Hutter and the 
renovation committee for their good work; loving 
wishes to Pearl Turk 
 
For The Kay and Harry Robinson 
Children’s Book Fund  
����Barbara and Joel Levitt in memory of Debby 
Hindin’s father Martin Starkman and Marc Heller’s 
mother Tobie Heller 
 
For Their Generous Kiddush 
����Paul Simon 
����Susan Tritter 
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These pages contain business cards of members 
of the Greater Danbury Community who have 
been instrumental and generous to us in the 
renovation of our building. We ask you to help 
show our thanks by supporting them whenever 
possible for the following services. 
 
Masonry & Landscaping 
General Handyman Services 
Tree Service 
Architectural Services 
Building Supplies 
Electrical Contracting 
Building Repairs & Renovations 
Signs, Screenprinting 
Attorney 
Landscaping/Garden Supplies 
Painting 
Refuse 
 

 
Bluestone entrance/walkway 

 
 
 

 

 
 

       
                         Tree removal 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR FRIENDS  

IN THE COMMUNITY 
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Synagogue Sign 

 

 
Drainage Pipes 
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